
How to Become a Member of the American
Medical Association.\p=m-\Medical Association.— We have been asked so many
times during the past year how a physician can be-
come a member of the American Medical Associa-
tion, and we have so many subscribers who are not
members, that we deem it proper to give the desired
information through the columns of the Journal.
The Association, by its plan of organization, is a

representative body, intended to "collectively repre-
sent and have cognizance of the common interests of
the medical profession in every part of the United
States." The membership consists of delegates ap-
pointed by "permanently organized State Medical
Societies, and such county and district medical so-

cieties as are recognized by representation in their re-

spective State societies," and from the Medical De-
partments of the Army, Navy, and Marine Hospital
Service of the United States; and of Permanent Mem-
bers, consisting " of all those who have served in the
capacity of delegates, and of such other members as

may receive the appointment, by unanimous vote"
 of the Association in annual session. During the last
ten years, so few have been proposed and elected by
unanimous vote, that this mode of gaining member¬
ship is too uncertain to be available, except in ex¬

traordinary instances. Consequently, the only relia¬
ble mode of becoming a member of the National As¬
sociation is, first, to obtain membership in some reg¬
ular State, county, or district medical society, and
then obtain from such society an appointment as one

of the delegates to represent it in the American Med¬
ical Association. Having obtained the appointment

as delegate, it is necessary to actually serve by attend¬
ing the annual meeting of the Association for which
the appointment is made. Having thus attended and
been registered as a delegate, in doing which he is
supposed to have personally signed the constitution
and by-laws, he becomes a permanent member so long
as he pays the annual membership fee, and continues
to obey the rules and regulations of the Association.

The object of thus limiting the mode of gaining
membership is twofold, namely, to make the annual
meetings of the Association substantially representa¬
tive of the regular professsion of the whole country,
and to encourage the formation and maintenance of
State, county and local societies in all the States and
Territories of the United States. Each State, county
and district medical society, entitled to representation,
has the privilege of sending to the Association one

delegate for every ten of its regular resident members,
and one for an additional fraction of more than half of
that number. The medical staffs of the Army and Navy
are each entitled to four delegates, and the Marine
Hospital Service of the United States to one delegate.
The liberal number of delegates allotted to medical
societies renders it easy for any member of such so¬

cieties, who desires to attend an annual meeting of the
Association, to obtain an appointment as delegate,
for the reason that there are not as many members
ready and willing to attend any given annual meeting,
as the societies are authorized to send, except in such
as may be in the immediate vicinity of the place
where the Association holds its meeting. Those who,
by having once served as delegates, have become
permanent members, can attend any annual meeting
of the Association they may choose, without further
appointment as delegates.

Visitor.\p=m-\ Dr. J. B. Hamilton, Surgeon-General of
the United States Marine Hospital Service, has been
spending a few days in this city recently, during
which he was pleasantly entertained at a dinner in the
Tremont House, given by Surgeon Miller and a num-

ber of friends.

The "Sanitarian" for January.\p=m-\ The first
number of the twelfth volume re-appears in the form
of a monthly, but enlarged to 96 octavo pages of
reading matter. It is filled with matter of interest
and importance to physicians, municipal officers,
boards of public works, school officers and teachers,
heads of families, and all who are interested in pro-
moting personal or public health. Price, $4.00 per
year.
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